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Private landowners in
southeast Washington and
Idaho’s Panhandle know
their rolling hills of deep
fertile soils and colorful
grassland meadows are
called the “Palouse Prairie.”
At one time, native bunch-
grasses such as Idaho fescue,
bluebunch wheatgrass,
prairie junegrass, Sandberg
bluegrass and dozens of
different wildflowers
blanketed the landscape.
Low-growing shrubs,
especially snowberry and
rose, were also common.
An important Native
American food source,
the camas bulb, bloomed
purple-blue across the low,
seasonally wet meadows
and swales. These historic
“Palouse Prairie” plant
communities eventually

were replaced by agricul-
tural crops because the soils
offered great farming
potential. By 1900, over
90 percent of the Palouse
Prairie had been converted
10 agriculture. Today, less
than one percent of the
historic prairie plant system
exists, in small patches
called ‘remnants” that
occur on ground that is too
rocky and steep to cultivate.
Remnants show a high
degree of plant and insect
diversity, and their soils are
complex and carbon-rich.
The remnants are vital to
a variety of species, such

as grassland nesting birds
and pollinating insects.
Palouse Prairie remnants
contribute to the overall

health of this unique place.

Residential development and
invasion by weedy plants further
threaten these remnants, reduc-
ing their size and making them
less connected. This isolates
remaining rare wildflower plant
populations and their pollinators
from one another.

Landowners who have remnants
with sensitive and rare plants on
their property own a treasure!

If you own a Palouse Prairie
remnant with some of these
plants, and you are interested
in helping to conserve these
valuable resources, there are
ways you can become a steward.
By choosing to conserve your
treasure, you may be eligible for
funding and technical
assistance for the restoration,
management and protection

of Palouse Prairie remnants.
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